CONCEPT OF III WEEK OF EDUCATION OF SCO MEMBER STATES
“EDUCATION WITHOUT BORDERS”

1. GENERAL INFORMATION

Process of deployment of SCO University is gaining momentum. Today we can say that the preparatory work to start training at SCO University has entered the homestretch. As a result of joint efforts and intensive work of many experts, and the search for unconventional solutions it became possible to find a way to translate the bilateral cooperation in a multilateral format, to develop mechanisms for networking and methods of coordination of training programs.
To speed up the startup process of the University it has been proposed to minimize the administrative structure, to start from already existing methodical achievements and training programs. It is this version that received approval of all member countries to the project. Now head higher education institutions of SCO University have clear goal - training and preparation of highly qualified personnel who can work on joint projects in the entire territory of SCO.
In 2008, at the meeting in Astana (Kazakhstan), Ministers of Education of the five SCO countries signed a document which approved the Concept of SCO University, developed by the Russian part. In October 2009, the idea of an early start of SCO University received approval at the highest level – from the Russia’s Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao, and Kazakh Prime Minister Karim Masimov, who in their speeches at a summit in Beijing acknowledged it as very promising, fruitful, and noted that countries have already completed the selection of head higher education institutions to participate in SCO University. Thus, today we have a very strong political support for the implementation of the most ambitious educational project in the territory of Eurasia.

In the spring and summer of 2009, SCO countries held a selection of head (base) higher education institutions of SCO University, as a result of which a professional educational community was formed for the first time, which became the foundation for creation of SCO University. Ministries of Education of SCO countries not only supported this idea, but also actively participated in the elaboration of many documents, and conducted extensive work on the selection of head (base) higher education institutions.
Now the brunt of the work on the deployment of SCO University is shifted to the head (base) higher education institutions, although the Ministries of Education of SCO Member States continue to coordinate the efforts of head (base) higher education institutions of SCO University. Today it is important to coordinate, as soon as possible, master’s programs in all five areas of training in SCO University such that in 2010-2011 it would be possible to begin - perhaps in a form of a pilot project - recruitment of students for master’s specialties within the SCO University.
Training at SCO University should become a true mark of quality in education. In the end, SCO University should become a center of educational services “quality growth”, testing ground for testing innovative approaches to training personnel demanded by employers in SCO territory.
Holding in Moscow of III Week of Education of SCO Member States, and I Student International Scientific Conference “Ways of Harmonization of Higher Education of SCO Member States” shall contribute to further coordination of joint activities in training, scientific and educational mobility, and deployment of SCO University.

This event is to contribute to the deepening of integration processes in education and science within the framework of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.
Organizers: 

· Russian Ministry of Education and Science;
· Federal Agency for Education.
Place and date: 

· Russian Federation, Moscow, 25-29 April 2010
Target Audience:

· Head (base) higher education institutions of SCO University;
· Educational authorities of SCO Member States and observer States;

· Mass media;

· Parliamentarians;

· Politicians;

· Prominent figures of science, education and culture of SCO Member States and observer States.
Objectives:
· intensifying of interstate cooperation in the field of higher professional education and science; 

· promoting joint research and educational programs and projects of Member States in SCO territory; 

· dissemination of best practices of leading universities of SCO Member States in improving the quality of training of qualified personnel;
· strengthening of good-neighborly relations between SCO Member States through education.

Main tasks:
· Summarizing the experience and practices of the leading universities in SCO Member States in:

- Enhancing the quality of training of masters and postgraduate (doctoral) students;
- broadening the range of joint scientific and educational projects. 

· Formulation of recommendations and proposals on: 

- establishing an appropriate framework for improving the quality of higher education in universities;

- developing mechanisms of financing of exchange participants within the various forms of international partnership;

- improving the efficiency of interaction of higher education institutions of SCO University;

- introduction of innovative educational and information technologies in educational process.

· Contributing to: 

- cooperation of higher education institutions of SCO countries in the field of science and technology, humanities and natural science research, high technology; 

- expansion of joint educational programs;

- development of innovative educational technologies;

- formation of an integrated information space in the interests of SCO. 

Expected composition of national delegations:

· representatives of head (base) higher education institutions of SCO University; 

· representatives of educational authorities of SCO Member States and observer States; 

· representatives of the permanent expert working group of SCO Member States in the field of education; 

· prominent public and academic leaders of SCO Member States. 

2. SCHEDULE OF III WEEK OF EDUCATION OF SCO MEMBER STATES

April 25, 2010

Arrival of participants
April 26, 2010
International conference “Ways of harmonization of Higher Education of SCO Member States”

April 27, 2010
International conference “SCO University as an innovative infrastructure of interaction of educational systems in a multilateral format”

April 28, 2010

The first Student International Scientific Conference
April 29, 2010

Departure of participants
