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MEMORANDUM ON COOPERATION BETWEEN HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS OF SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION MEMBER STATES (REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, REPUBLIC OF KYRGYZSTAN, REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN, AND RUSSIAN FEDERATION) ON ESTABLISHMENT OF SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION UNIVERSITY

Moscow, Russian Federation






April 26, 2010
Higher education institutions of Shanghai Cooperation Organization Member States: Republic of Kazakhstan, People’s Republic of China, Republic of Kyrgyzstan, Republic of Tajikistan, and Russian Federation, hereinafter referred to as Parties,
relying on the Charter of Shanghai Cooperation Organization as of July 07, 2002,
being guided by the Agreement between the Governments of Shanghai Cooperation Organization Member States on Cooperation in the field of education, signed on June 15, 2006 in Shanghai,
in pursuance of the Decision of the meeting of Ministers of Education of Shanghai Cooperation Organization Member States, as of October 23 – October 24, 2008, and the Letter of Intent of the Ministries of Education of SCO Member States regarding the implementation of further coordinated actions on establishment of Shanghai Cooperation Organization University, as of October 24, 2008,

on the basis of provisions of the Concept of SCO University and its Implementation Plan adopted by the Ministers of Education of SCO Member States on October 24, 2008 in Astana,
agreed as follows:
1. Parties express their commitment to the goals, objectives and principles of Shanghai Cooperation Organization University (hereinafter referred to SCO University) as outlined in the Concept of SCO University;
2. Parties reaffirm their intention to become parties to SCO University as a network of head (base) higher education institutions, and therefore shall:
- take part in activities aimed at establishment and functioning of SCO University and its organizational structures;
- participate in the development and implementation of the fundamental documents of SCO University, including the Charter of SCO University;
- ensure participation of authorized representatives in the working and expert groups, as well as in administration bodies of SCO University.
3. Parties undertake to negotiate, conclude, and begin to implement multilateral and bilateral agreements on joint training of qualified personnel according to previously agreed upon educational Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Postgraduate programs, and vocational professional education programs in priority areas of training identified by the Decision of the meeting of Ministers of Education of Shanghai Cooperation Organization Members States as of October 24, 2008 (Energy, Environment, Regional Studies, Nanotechnology, IT-Technology) in respect of which Parties have been identified as head (base) higher education institutions.
During the implementation of multilateral and bilateral agreements, Parties are being guided by the Concept of SCO University and its Implementation Plan (adopted by the Ministers of Education of SCO Member States in Astana on October 24, 2008).
4. Parties shall be guided by the national legislation, international acts, decisions of the national government education authorities, Methodology for coordination of Master’s degree programs, as well as other exemplary and model standard forms of agreements and other documents on SCO University, and recommendations of the permanent expert working group of SCO Member States on cooperation in the field of education.
5. This Memorandum shall be applied from the date of its signing.
6. This Memorandum shall be deposited with SCO Secretariat.
7. This Memorandum is open to accession by higher education institutions of Shanghai Cooperation Organization Member States that implement educational programs in priority areas of training identified by the Decision of the meeting of Ministers of Education of Shanghai Cooperation Organization Members States as of October 24, 2008 (Energy, Environment, Regional Studies, Nanotechnology, IT-Technology). To join this Memorandum, a higher education institution shall forward to the permanent expert working group of SCO Member States on cooperation in the field of education a written application approved by, and agreed upon with, the national government education authority.
8. This Memorandum is not an International Treaty and does not create rights and obligations governed by international law.
Done in Moscow, on April 26, 2010, in two copies, each in Russian and Chinese languages. Should there be difference of the Russian and Chinese language texts of this Memorandum the precedence shall be given to the Russian version of this Memorandum.
Signatures of parties:
